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St. John’s High School student awarded largest Canadian STEM scholarship  

Now in its 10th year, 100 scholarship will be awarded this year 
  
Winnipeg, MB June 16, 2021 --- Darlene Cuevas has been selected to receive a $100,000 Schulich Leader 
Scholarship to study Engineering at University of Manitoba. 
 
A graduate of Winnipeg School Division’s St. John’s High School in Winnipeg, Cuevas will be entering the Faculty of 
Engineering this Fall. Cuevas was selected by Phoebe Proven for her outstanding academic achievements. This is 
the first Nominee to win a Schulich Leader Scholarship at St. John’s High School. 
 
Given the unprecedented challenges we are facing this year in Canada, we are again awarding an additional 50 
scholarships, for a total of 100. 
  
“We are proud to celebrate 10 years of Schulich Leader Scholarships, the premiere STEM scholarship program in 
Canada and the world. This group of 100 outstanding students will represent the best and brightest Canada has to 
offer and will make great contributions to society, both on a national and global scale. With their university expenses 
covered, they can focus their time on their studies, research projects, extracurriculars, and entrepreneurial ventures. 
They are the next generation of entrepreneurial-minded, technology innovators,” says program founder Seymour 
Schulich. 
 
“Being granted this scholarship has truly made the path ahead of me boundless. Dreaming is free. Yet, it is a harsh 
fact that in our world today, it would always require some form of monetary foundation to achieve those dreams,” 
says Cuevas. “I am forever grateful to all the teaching and non-teaching staff of my high school, St. John’s, as well 
as all the students for believing in me and, of course, to The Schulich Foundation for this life-changing opportunity. 
  
It is an honour to be able to fully devote my focus in my studies, passions, and especially future endeavours that will 
contribute to making our world better, without the financial burden my dream would have put on me and my family.” 
 
Nominator Phoebe Proven says Cuevas’ fellow students will feel happy and proud to know that a St. John's High 
School student has won this national recognition. “Darlene's gifts of intelligence and perseverance are evident to all 
who know her, and those that have had a chance to learn alongside her during her time at our school may continue 
to draw inspiration from the standard that she has set.   This recognition of Darlene's ability shines a positive light on 
our school and our community.” 
 
Proven says that Cuevas brings a focus and maturity to all that she does and her demonstrated intelligence is 
unmatched in Proven’s 20-year career as an educator.  
 
About Schulich Leader Scholarships Canada 
Recognizing the increasing importance and impact that STEM disciplines will have on the prosperity of future 
generations, businessman and philanthropist Seymour Schulich established this $100+ million scholarship fund in 
2012 to encourage our best and brightest students to become Schulich Leader Scholars: the next generation of 
entrepreneurial-minded, technology innovators. 
  
Through The Schulich Foundation, these prestigious entrance scholarships are awarded to 100 high school 
graduates this year, enrolling in a science, technology, engineering or mathematics (STEM) undergraduate program 
at 20 partner universities in Canada. Every high school in Canada can submit one Schulich Leader Nominee per 
academic year based on academic excellence in STEM, entrepreneurial leadership and financial need.  
 
About Winnipeg School Division 
WSD is celebrating 150 years of learning this year and has 79 schools, 32,752 students and 4,587 full-time 
employees. Its purpose is to provide a learning environment that fosters the growth of each student’s potential and 
provide equitable opportunity to develop the knowledge, skills and values necessary for meaningful participation in a 
global and diverse society. 
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For more information visit: schulichleaders.com 
For Foundation media inquiries contact:   
David Goodman/ dgoodman@schulichfoundation.org / 647-289-1950 (direct) 
Follow us on social media: Facebook | Twitter | Instagram 
Hashtags to incorporate: 
#2021SLSquad #LeadersGonnaLead #STEM #SLS10 
 
For Winnipeg School Division media inquiries contact: 
Radean Carter / rcarter@wsd1.org / 204-771-5352 


