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École Robert H. Smith School  

The Communiqué 
April 26 - 30, 2021 

Message from the Admin Team 
This past week we celebrated Administrative Assistant 
Week. Each day, our office team arrived to special treats, as 
we acknowledged their incredible work and dedication to 
the RHS staff, students and school community. On 
Wednesday, PAG dropped off gifts as well. Thank you, Anita, 
Tara and Candice, for all that you do!  

Monday, April 26, 2021 Day 6  
Tuesday, April 27, 2021 Day 1  
Wednesday, April 28, 2021 Day 2  
Thursday, April 29, 2021 Day 3 
 

Friday, April 30, 2021 Day 4 
 

Patrols  

Patrols on duty this week from Room 115C (Mme Malapad’s class). 

COVID-19 Concerns 
According to Brent Roussin on a Thursday conference call with Manitoba principals, COVID 
cases among young people (in age groups 10-19, 20-29) are increasing in Winnipeg and variants 
of concern are on the rise. As a result, schools will continue to implement COVID health 
measures for the foreseeable future (screening, wearing masks, sanitizing hands). 

 
Many of the infections, according to Roussin, may be happening as young people socialize 
during play dates, sleep overs, or family gatherings. He claims the infections are less likely at 
school because there are more protocols in place (masking, distancing, hand sanitizing). Even if 
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children are in the same cohort at school, we were reminded that it is not the time now to 
socialize outside of school. School in Gimli and Louis Riel have recently been affected had to be 
closed for two weeks. We ask for your support in keeping our school community healthy by 
limiting social contacts. 

May @ RHS is “Health Month” 

 
We are excited that next month we will begin a month-long focus on active, healthy lifestyles. 
We will begin on Tuesday, May 4th with a kick-off. Each week we will bring into focus an aspect 
of leading a healthy lifestyle: 
Week One Nutrition 

 

Week Two  Physical Activity 
Week Three Mental Health 
Week Four Restful Sleep 

Each week classroom teachers will lead their students to set goals and engage in activities to 
lead a healthy, active lifestyle in these four areas. Students will track their activity and progress 
toward goals using a Heath Month passport. 

Steps to a Million 
Throughout the month, the staff will challenge students in a race to one million steps. Selected 
students will wear a pedometer or fitness tracker to track their steps during the school day, 
though all students are encouraged to pay particular attention to their levels of activity. The 
student total will be summed up and compared to the staff step count each day. 

Fundraiser 
Health Month will also function as a fundraiser for the school. One of our goals is promote 
activity that increases strength, healthy hearts, and can be pursued for life. RHS will raise funds 
to build a traverse wall in our gym. A traverse wall is climbed horizontally, with the challenge 
being making it from one side to the other, rather than climbing horizontally to the top. 
Students are never more than a few feet off the floor (and mats).  
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Grades 4 to 6 Spring Running Club 

Spring Running Club for grades 4 to 6 will begin on May 4th and will end June 17th. Running 
Club is an opportunity for students to be physically active as they run (or walk) prior to the 
school day. Students will run around the block (Oak, Kingsway, Ash, Grosvenor) for 
approximately 30 minutes each Running Club session.   Following the run, they will participate 
in cool-down activities and games before lining up with their class to begin the school day. 

Health Precautions 
Spring Running Club will look different than it has in the past. Due to current restrictions, only 
three classes will attend at one time in order to maintain the cohort system. Classes will run 
separate routes to allow for adequate distancing and having students stay in cohorts. If the 
student is a patrol, they will take attendance with the patrols at 8:30 am. At this time, masks 
will be required while participating in Running Club. A mask break will be permitted when 
proper distancing can be achieved. 

Supervision and Scheduling 
We are unable to have parent volunteers at this time, so two staff members will supervise each 
Running Club morning. A schedule has been created for grades 4, 5, and 6 classes. In the event 
of rain or poor weather, Mr. Donato will cancel Running Club. The Running Club calendar will be 
updated and indicate cancellations at 7:30 am. 
 
If you have any questions, please email Mr. Donato at cdonato@wsd1.org. If your child (Grades 
4-6 only) wants to participate and hasn’t registered already, please follow the link below to 
grant permission to participate Spring Running Club: 

https://permission.click/aG6yb/ca 

  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1HgEvXXCHAtfxldBYX4SPdjDu6t2k26A8iq986_PIGRM/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:cdonato@wsd1.org
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/J7aTWLOl81gZtqEafuFidA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRiXtD6P0QhaHR0cHM6Ly9wZXJtaXNzaW9uLmNsaWNrL2FHNnliL2NhVwdzY2hvb2xtQgpgeXqdfWDYIxBcUg9hZ29tZXNAd3NkMS5vcmdYBAAAAAI~
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Education for Sustainable Development at RHS 
Teachers at RHS have been working 
alongside parent volunteers from 
the PAG’s environment committee 
to promote environmental 
initiatives. In nursery and 
kindergarten, teachers Oriana 
Copetti and Teresa Daniels have 
ordered butterflies and habitats. In 
June, students will learn how 
caterpillars transform into 
butterflies. 
 
Grade 6 students in Mrs. 
Kowalchuk’s class have been 
growing plants for the outdoor garden. They are also planning to plant a tree with funds from a 
divisional ESD grant. They are learning about the many services trees provide, such as shade, 
wind protection, wildlife habitat, and carbon storage.  

Parent Advisory Group (PAG) Updates 
Fundraising 
Mabel’s Labels helps you create personalized labels for a variety of surfaces - clothes, water 
bottles, bags, lunch containers - that are durable, waterproof, and guaranteed to STAY PUT! 
With easy online ordering and FREE SHIPPING! 

To support our campaign:  

1.      Visit https://mabelslabels.ca 

2.      Click on SUPPORT A FUNDRAISER 

3.      Search for and select ‘École Robert H. Smith School Parent Advisory Group’ 

4.      Create your personalized labels! 

Note:  This Fundraiser is available Year-Round.  A portion of all sales will go towards supporting 
and enhancing the learning environments for the students of École Robert H. Smith School. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact us at fundraising@roberthsmithpag.ca. 

PAG Parents **Urgently** Needed 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/TvAfzGw5n7F98ZontZnrNA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRgEKMeP0QXaHR0cHM6Ly9tYWJlbHNsYWJlbHMuY2FXB3NjaG9vbG1CCgAAnm8vXmMIft1SHWRlYmJpZS5hcm1zdHJvbmdAdW1hbml0b2JhLmNhWAQAAAAC
mailto:fundraising@roberthsmithpag.ca
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The PAG will have the following positions open for the next school year 2021-22 and will be 
voted in at our AGM this May: 

• Vice Chair - 1 year term that would then transition to the role of the Chair for a further 

2-year term.  This position is part of the Executive Committee for the PAG.  Must be able 

to attend all PAG meetings (5 evenings per year) plus 2 additional meetings per month 

with the Executive and the School Administration. 

• Secretary – 2-year term.  This position is part of the Executive Committee for the 

PAG.  Must be able to attend all PAG meetings (5 evenings per year) plus 2 additional 

meetings per month with the Executive and the School Administration. 

• Staff Appreciation - 1-2 year term.  Looking for 1-2 parents to Chair/Co-Chair this 

important position.  Budget and general plans are already in place for next year. 

• Grade 6 Farewell - 1 year term.  Must be a Grade 5 Parent with a child going into Grade 

6 in the fall. Looking for 1-2 parents to Chair/Co-Chair this annual event at the end of 

June. 

• Grade 6 Babysitting Course - 1 year term.  Must be a Grade 5 Parent with a child going 

into Grade 6 in the fall.  This position does not require you to attend any PAG 

meetings.  Must be able to coordinate/organize this important Spring event.   

If you are interested in joining the PAG or finding out further information on any of these 
positions please email Melanie at: chair@roberthsmithpag.ca.  
Don't forget to checkout our PAG website:  www.roberthsmithpag.weebly.com and our PAG 
Facebook Page:  https://www.facebook.com/RobertHSmithPAG  (please like and follow us).   
 

mailto:chair@roberthsmithpag.ca
http://www.roberthsmithpag.weebly.com/
https://www.facebook.com/RobertHSmithPAG

