
 

Room/Teacher/Grade   April 2021 Highlights  

N/K  Students are continuing to learn printing skills of uppercase letters using the “Handwriting without 
Tears” program. Through use of videos and “Soup cans”, students were exposed to letter sounds. We 
have also been learning about rhyming words, recognizing and creating them. We have started working 
on letter books, and writing stories to accompany our drawings each week. 
 
In math, we have been using story maps to make meaningful contexts of our part-part-whole 
understanding. We are practicing counting from different starting points everywhere from 0-30! Oh, and 
we are AWESOME at working together to put together jigsaw puzzles. 
 
We have started our final unit in Science, “Paper”, by observing different types and learning new 
vocabulary to describe them.  
 
Art lessons have been related to tearing, folding, cutting various papers and noticing differences. We 
have started a Friday Creation Station Center, where students use a different paper product (egg carton, 
paper bag, paper plate, etc.) to create whatever their imagination comes up.  
 
The Early Years Support teacher has been helping the students begin STEAM lessons by reading stories 
about making mistakes and perseverance. We also participated in Pink Shirt Day and learned about how 
to deal with bullying. We continue to use Mindful Practice to help us calm down and prepare for 
transition times. The weather has been unpredictable, but when possible the students have been going 
outdoors and practicing their transport skills (galloping, skipping) 

Grade 1/2/3   We started off the month with Spirit week, dressing up in our pyjamas and flashing back to the 80s.  We 
celebrated International day of Pink, talking about bullying and how to respond if we see it 
happening.  We are writing spring poetry and will soon be celebrating Earth day. 
 
April has been a continuation of many of the projects and learning we started back in March. We 
continue to research all of the provinces of Canada, using our chromebooks to find details and facts and 
then recording them as a first draft and then a final good copy project board. We also made maps of our 



room (group work each group did a section). We also made a map of our community, a map of the 
world, our country, our province, our school and our home. 
 
In Math, we learned more about addition, subtraction and estimation. We started applying some of the 
above skills to learning about measuring length of objects in the classroom. We are also continuing to 
learn about geometry in math, including symmetry and describing shape attributes. A strong focus 
recently in math is our problem solving skills, where we have to read and think about what kind of math 
we need to do to figure out the “answer”. We are realizing that math is all around us in real life. We also 
did some work on the collection and analysis of data as well as the construction of diagrams 
 
In French we learned about parts of a house, days of the week and how to use preposition and vowel 
consonant blends; on and in. We wrote in our agendas each day and read our sentences to three friends. 
We also discovered the informative text and its characteristics, and continue to learn new vocabulary. 
 
In English we read poem books and wrote an alphabet match poem. We played games to learn about 
word parts and rhyming. During reading week we used gold coins and Saint Patrick's day pots to help us 
count the books we read by twos. Together, our classroom read 222 books during reading week! 
Through the Scholastics Classrooms Care program we were able to help donate 100,000 books to 
children across Canada, who need them most. We also focused on Poetry. We began creating  word 
banks, we created word families and played games to break  words to see how we can build new ones. 
We played rhyming games and listened to different kinds of poetry. We created a poem acrostic poem 
and a poem where  the first letter matches so far. We will continue to explore poetry. Students are 
learning to look at things differently using their “poets glasses.” For example, they described scissors 
looking like the jaws of a shark and a ceiling resembling a board game. The class is also working on using 
line breaks in their poems to create a musical flow. We also laughed our way through another Bad Guys 
book. 
 
 
We made plasticine characters and the Green screen app to create our own short stories in the style of 
Elephant and Piggy. We are learning about 2D and 3D shapes, exploring and analyzing the world around 
us. We always welcome Ms Tina to our class for the STEAM project. 



 
We’ve celebrated many birthdays recently and we love putting together a birthday book for our 
classmates! The children can’t wait for when it is their turn to get their books! We marked Pink Shirt Day 
by discussing ways to stop bullying, by remembering to stand up for ourselves and for others. We 
completed some art projects this month as well, using collage style for spring chicks and pointillism 
painting for sunrises.  

Grade 3/4 This month, our students have been busy preparing a “discours” (speech) in French as part of the 
Concours d’Art Oratoire. The kids learned about the different steps needed to plan, create a first draft, 
edit their piece, write a good copy and finally, work on memorizing their presentation. We are just about 
ready to present! Mme Anelise, Garden Grove’s French Support Teacher, helped us with the whole 
process and we are very thankful for her contributions. Now, the students are very excited to share their 
unique speech with classmates and we, the audience, look forward to learning more about their chosen 
subject matter!  
 
In math we are continuing to use many different strategies for fractions and division. We just finished 
creating all our 3D shapes and counting faces, edges and vertices.  
 
In science we have been learning about light and its properties and had opportunities to explore prisms, 
flashlights, mirrors and colours to see how different types of materials react with light.  
 
We have started journal writing in ELA in our Thrival kits. 
  

Grade 4/5   In English, we have continued to work on our novel study, Bridge to Terabithia. We are working on 
making connections, using visualization, and making predictions during our lessons. The students have 
been very engaged throughout this chapter book and we are very close to finding out how it ends! 
Students have learned to create text-to text, text-to-self and text-to-world connections while listening to 
fiction and non-fiction text during Read Aloud. They have discussed in class on different story books 
during Spring Reading Week. Students also recently finished reading our shared class book, The Tale of 
Despereaux. We really enjoyed following the adventures of the little mouse Despereaux. We watched 
the movie and were surprised how different it was from the book. Half of the students in our class 
preferred the book to the movie.  



 
 
In Science, students have enjoyed the ‘Guess the Sound’ quiz to learn  about Sound. They have 
experimented with how and from where we can collect Nutrition Information in order to maintain a 
healthy body by using containers, wrappers, and boxes of foods. 
 
In math they have worked on estimation of sums and  products. They learned how to read and draw 
Pictographs and Bar graphs. They are focusing on estimating quotients. 
 
In Social Studies they are learning the Origins of First Peoples of North America. 
 
For health they have practiced mindfulness everyday  and decorated their own boxes which are the part 
of Thrival Kits to promote and focus on our mental health. We will learn practices such as personal 
reflection, mindfulness meditation, stress reduction and coping strategies, and interpersonal skills 
development. We’ve started to customize our toolkits and began writing in our journals.   

Grade 5/6 This month in Language Arts, the students have learned about writing memoirs and how adding sensory 
details with a variety of different types of sentences can make their writing flow. We spend a lot of time 
looking at mentor texts and analyzing personal stories. We did a Masterchef Junior project in ELA where 
students researched, described and presented a dish of their choice. It tied in descriptive writing 
paragraphs which contained adjectives, adverbs, similes, metaphors and the 5 senses.  
 
 
In Mathematics, the Grade 6 students have been learning about how to identify angles, and the Grade 5s 
are using Minecraft to represent their understanding of area, perimeter, and volume - even backwards 
engineering the dimensions of a cube or rectangular prism given the volume. We are, however, looking 
forward to spending the month of May outside. We need a break from our screens. They also did 
decimals, percentage, fractions on nethmaths. 
 
We started the Thrive kits in French that the students are very excited about. We went outside to write 
in our journals, decorate our tool kit boxes and we are currently learning different mindfulness 
techniques that students can use if they’re feeling stressed, anxious, upset etc.  



 
In Science, students engaged in topics like maintaining a healthy body.  
 
 
c’est ce que les élèves font actuellement. 

French Highlight  Concours d’Art Oratoire 
Students in class 3-4, 4-5 and 5-6 have written their own speech in French. They chose their topic, 
individually research the vocabulary and then wrote their own sentence, organizing their ideas. The 
teachers corrected their syntax so that they memorized their speech without error. 
We will soon listen to the students and choose two winners per class who will present in front of a jury. 

Physical Education 
Mme Bruce 

Physical Education Highlights (March-April) 

As much as our students embraced the great outdoors for five months, students were ecstatic to engage 
in physical activity in the gym during March and April! 

Here is an update of what activities and skills students participated in over the past two months. 

Primary:  

With the focus being on rhythm and patterns, students moved to music while drumming on exercise 
balls. Through yoga tag and yoga activities students improved in strength and flexibility in new yoga 
positions.  A favorite this month was Birdie on a Wire using pool noodles while developing agility. With 
several stations set up students worked on striking, kicking, balancing, throwing and catching (balloon 
with paddles, balance boards and disk challenges, rebounders, etc). Eggsercise was another favorite 
where players practiced throwing and catching; if the egg dropped they needed to perform the exercise 
picture in the egg. Lastly, dribbling or bouncing efficiently was one of our outcomes. Students 
participated in dribbling activities such as musical dots and circle dribble. 

Intermediate: 

Students practiced striking and eye hand coordination in volleyball lead-ups. They participated in 
individual challenges (toss clap set, smash bump set, set in basketball hoop, serve). As well students 



engaged in fitness stations to increase muscular strength, endurance, flexibility and cardiovascular 
fitness. Basketball lead-ups was definitely a highlight for intermediate students. They worked on 
dribbling, passing (to a wall), shooting and ball manipulation skills. With distancing and safe practices 
basketball team games was a challenge. Favorite games were sideline basketball (everyone had a ball) 
and dribble box game. 

As the warm weather approaches, physical education classes will be held outdoors! 

EVERYBODY PLAYS, EVERYBODY WINS 

  
 


